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This seminal essay was written in early 1992 for an international conference, held             
at Lisbon in April 1992. It was published in: Wolfgang Reinhard (ed.), The Origins              
of the Modern State in Europe, 13th to 18th Century: The Heritage of the              
Pre-industrial European State, Lisbon 1996, pp.137-163, as part of a project on the             
‘State in Europe’ sponsored by the European Science Foundation. In this extended            
text, Shri Dharampal provides incisive insights from a longue durée perspective           
about Indian societal formations and political constellations, which are         
corroborated meticulously by statistical data, also pertaining to economic         
configurations. This important paper was reprinted in: Dharampal, Collected         
Writings, Other India Press: Mapusa, 2000 (reissued 2003 & 2007), vol. V,            
pp.109-144. Translations into Gujarati and Hindi were published in Dharampal          
Samagra Lekhan (11 vols.), edited by Indumati Katdare, Punarutthan Trust,          
Ahmedabad 2005 and 2007, respectively. 

 


